
In this rapidly growing and evolving landscape, it’s crucial for 

organisations to consider an education strategy for their team. 

Organisations looking to migrate to the cloud and optimise their use 

of cloud technology need employees with cloud skills on their team.

Research from IDC* cited below shows that training enables 

organisations to accelerate cloud adoption, achieve business 

objectives sooner, and overcome concerns related to cloud adoption.

* IDC White Paper, sponsored by Amazon Web Services,  
Train to Accelerate Your Cloud Strategy, October 2017

Cloud technologies are transforming 
businesses all over the world and 
growth in cloud adoption is  
increasing rapidly. 

Read how IDC found that comprehensive training 

helps businesses get more from their cloud investment 

in this summary of the full IDC whitepaper, Train to 

Accelerate Your Cloud Strategy.

How important is cloud?

70% of CIOs surveyed identified themselves as having a cloud first IT strategy either today or for 
the future. In the coming years, more organisations are predicted to move towards a cloud-only 
strategy. IDC notes that accelerating cloud adoption “allows organizations to accelerate the 

achievement of business benefits from the cloud.”

70%

Cloud first, faster

IDC found that comprehensive training  
helps organisations to adopt cloud technology 

80% faster, which is essential to realising  
the business benefits within the  

fastest possible timeframe.

“Training kick-starts the organisation into using new technology.”
M O R I T Z O N K E N ,  S I E M E N S H E A LT H C A R E

FA STER CLOUD A DOPT ION

80%

Cloud training drives cost efficiency

“We needed a faster cycle time on developing new products and 
capabilities that kind of fits with the digital age.”

R O B A L E X A N D E R ,  C I O ,  C A P I TA L O N E

Comprehensively trained organisations 
are 4x more likely to agree cloud can 
help optimise IT spending, using new 
technology to drive efficiency and 
accelerate innovation.

4.0x

The IDC whitepaper “Train to Accelerate Your Cloud Strategy” 
contains more key findings, plus the research, detail and 
methodology behind these insightful figures.

Find out how the comprehensive training can enable your business 
to more quickly adopt and utilise cloud technology to its full 
potential. Lead your business in cloud innovation and champion 
the agility, scale and speed-to-market that could give your 
business a competitive advantage.

Click to download your copy

Download the full whitepaper
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Cloud technologies help organizations transform their businesses, and there is no doubt that cloud 
adoption is growing quickly. IDC forecasts that within the next three years, well over two-thirds of all IT 
infrastructure and software will be consumed as cloud services. In IDC's 2016 CloudView Survey of 
over 11,000 customers around the world, 70% of CIOs identified themselves as having a "cloud first" 
IT strategy either today or for the future. Over the next several years, even more organizations will 
move steadily closer to "cloud only" strategies. 

As cloud becomes the new normal, some organizations are looking to accelerate their cloud adoption 
to remain competitive in their markets. We set out to discover whether cloud technology training and 
by extension cloud skills have a significant influence on the rate of cloud adoption. Adoption of cloud 
by itself isn't the goal, but faster adoption allows organizations to accelerate the achievement of 
business benefits from the cloud. We found that training enables organizations to accelerate cloud 
adoption and achieve their business objectives sooner, as well as overcome concerns related to cloud 
adoption. 

Our research also shows organizations that invest in "comprehensive training" benefit most. 
Comprehensive training includes both cloud fundamentals training for a wide range of stakeholders 
and deep cloud training for key technical teams. Organizations that invest in comprehensive training 
see significant benefits over those that invest only in minimal training. This is true regardless of the 
organization's cloud provider. Comprehensive cloud training helps:  

▪ Accelerate cloud adoption: Comprehensively trained organizations are 80% faster to adopt 
cloud and are 1.9x more likely to move beyond limited deployment to more complete 
deployment. 

▪ Achieve business and internal objectives: Comprehensively trained organizations are 2.7x 
more likely to realize that cloud can help jump-start innovation and are 4.7x more likely to 
agree cloud can improve IT staff productivity. 

▪ Overcome internal concerns: Comprehensively trained organizations are 3.8x more likely to 
meet cloud ROI requirements and are 4.4x more likely to overcome operational/performance 
concerns. 

  

Put speed and efficiency at the  
core of your cloud strategy

https://aws.amazon.com/training/
https://amzn.to/2veoXR3

